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corresponds closely to the density of population. Near the great urban
districts of northwestern Europe large areas are devoted to market
gardening The warmer regions around the Mediterranean not only
Supply their own needs for such products, but send large amounts to the
northern portions of the continent during the winter period. I lowever,
the major part of such products are used locally. The Netherlands is
the only country in northern Europe which exports important amounts

The bulb fields near Haarlem during the period of bloom. (Courtesy of the Nether-
lands Railways.)

of truck products. Here the long and stable growing season, the well
distributed rainfall, the sandy soil near the dunes, and the proximity to
great markets provide ideal conditions for their production.

INDUSTRIAL FIBERS

Cotton is the only important industrial fiber which Europe does not
produce in commercial quantities. The fact that it ranks first in the
production of flax fiber and hemp, and second in silk and wool, has
aided in making it the leading continent in the manufacture of textiles,
Since the development of the factory system its industries and popula-
tion have outgrown the domestic supply of many of these fibers and
it has had to import large amounts each year.